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Enron’s Ken Lay, who is now on trial 
for manipulating energy markets. It is 
no wonder that the Nation’s three larg-
est petroleum companies, ExxonMobil, 
Chevron and Conoco Phillips, posted 
combined quarter profits of almost $16 
billion last week. 

Rather than really address price 
gouging or the outrageous tax breaks 
that these companies continue to re-
ceive, House Republicans offer more of 
the same failed policies that have not 
worked for 5 years. 

Madam Speaker, it is time Repub-
licans realize that these companies are 
gouging the consumer. It is time that 
we pass the tough Democratic price 
gouging bill consumers deserve, no 
less. Price gouging is wrong. It’s 
wrong, it’s wrong, it’s wrong. 
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GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, 

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H.R. 4954. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
POE). Is there objection to the request 
of the gentleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
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SECURITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY 
FOR EVERY PORT ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 789 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 4954. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Accordingly, the House resolved 

itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4954) to 
improve maritime and cargo security 
through enhanced layered defenses, and 
for other purposes, with Mrs. CAPITO in 
the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 

rule, the bill is considered read the 
first time. 

General debate shall not exceed 1 
hour, with 40 minutes equally divided 
and controlled by the chairman and 
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security, and 20 
minutes equally divided and controlled 
by the chairman and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure. 

The gentleman from New York (Mr. 
KING) and the gentleman from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. THOMPSON) each will con-
trol 20 minutes, and the gentleman 
from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG) and the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. OBERSTAR) 
each will control 10 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

Mr. KING of New York. Madam 
Chairman, I yield myself such time as 
I may consume. 

At the outset before we begin this de-
bate, which will be a very positive de-
bate, let me express my thanks to the 
ranking member, Mr. THOMPSON, for 
the tremendous cooperation he has 
given throughout deliberations on this 
bill, and also to the ranking member, 
Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ, and to Ms. HAR-
MAN for working so closely with all the 
Members, especially Chairman DAN 
LUNGREN who is the prime sponsor of 
this legislation. 

I also want to mention other Mem-
bers such as Chairman REICHERT and 
the ranking member, Mr. PASCRELL, for 
the important amendments that they 
introduced during the committee 
markup which have made this a very 
significant bill. 

Madam Chairman, on September 11 
all of us pledged that we would do all 
we could to prevent another terrorist 
attack from occurring in this country. 
One of the areas where we are most 
vulnerable is our ports. There are 11 
million containers that come into our 
ports every year from foreign coun-
tries. Much progress has been made 
since September 11 in protecting our 
ports and improving the inspection 
process, the screening process, the 
scanning process; but the reality is 
that more has to be done. 

I strongly believe that the SAFE 
Ports Act is a major step in the direc-
tion of giving us that level of protec-
tion that we need. For instance, it pro-
vides $400 million a year in risk-based 
funding for a dedicated port security 
grant program. 

It mandates the deployment of radi-
ation portal monitors which will cover 
98 percent of the containers entering 
our country and then going out into 
the country. 

It mandates implementation of the 
TWIC identity cards, and it sets up 
port training between the employees at 
the ports and first responders. It also 
requires more cargo data to be given to 
improve our automated targeting sys-
tem. 

And as far as the Container Security 
Initiative, CSI, it mandates that the 
Secretary of Homeland Security will 
not allow any container to be loaded 
onto a ship overseas unless that con-
tainer is inspected at our request. In 
the past, we have had a number of 
countries that refused to make these 
inspections. There have been 1,000 con-
tainers that have entered this country 
unexamined, uninspected because the 
overseas ports would not carry out the 
inspection. In the future, that will not 
be allowed to happen. 

Also, we require DHS to continually 
evaluate emerging radioactive detec-
tion and imaging technology. We also 
increase the number of inspectors by 
1,200. All of these are part of the lay-
ered response and the layered system 
of defense that we need to significantly 
and dramatically upgrade the level of 
protection in our ports. 

This is a bill which I believe warrants 
the support of the entire House. It 
passed out of the subcommittee unani-

mously, and it passed out of the full 
committee by a vote of 29–0, and I will 
be urging its adoption today. 

Madam Chairman, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. 
Madam Chairman, I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

Madam Chairman, first, I would like 
to thank Chairman KING and Chairman 
LUNGREN for working with me and 
other members on the committee to 
produce the bill before us today. 

I especially want to commend my 
colleagues, Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ and 
Ms. HARMAN, for their hard work on 
this bill and on port security in gen-
eral. Many provisions in this bill came 
from legislation they have introduced 
over the last 2 years, and for that I 
thank them. They have been leaders on 
this issue, and we need to give them 
credit before we discuss the full rami-
fications of this bill. 

Madam Chairman, this bill rep-
resents an important step toward im-
proving our port security, but it is only 
a step. We need to do more to get it 
right. I could talk about the good 
things in the bill; but with this limited 
time, I would like to focus on what is 
not in the bill. These are the things 
that are going to keep us up at night 
after today’s votes are over. 

Yesterday during Rules, it was said 
by folks on the other side that we need 
to look at where threats exist and do 
something that makes us a little safer. 
‘‘A little safer’’ is simply not good 
enough after 9/11, and the threats left 
undone by this bill are significant. 

I worry that unsecured nuclear mate-
rials, and there is a lot of that wan-
dering around the Russian countryside, 
will be shipped here hidden in a cargo 
container that sails into Miami, New 
York, Houston, New Orleans, Los Ange-
les or Oakland. From there, the cargo 
container will be put on a train or 
truck headed to places like Chicago, 
St. Louis, Austin, Milwaukee, or De-
troit. As the train or truck passes by 
our schools, homes, or who knows what 
else, what is going to stop a terrorist 
from detonating it. If this happens, 
what will my colleagues across the 
aisle recommend Congress tell Ameri-
cans, we didn’t know it would happen? 

After 9/11 when terrorists surprised 
us by using our own airplanes against 
us, we cannot say we did not expect the 
unexpected. We must do better. It is 
our job to prevent disaster from hap-
pening, not react after the fact. We had 
the opportunity to do that today. 

We could have voted on my amend-
ment increasing the number of Cus-
toms and Border Patrol officers at our 
ports, but the amendment was not al-
lowed on the floor. All the talk on bor-
der and port security means little if we 
do not have the boots on the ground to 
check what is coming into our Nation 
before it arrives here or before it leaves 
a foreign port. 

And we could have ensured that more 
than the 5 percent of our cargo enter-
ing the country is scanned by voting on 
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